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MONACO (MUNEGU) 


The Genoese noble family of Grimaldi served both Genoa and France. The family controlled the fortress of 
the Genoese colony of Monaco from 1197, when it was seized by one Francesco Grimaldi on behalf of his cousin 
Rainier I (Ranieri) of Cagnes, although its control was frequently disputed with the government of Genoa until 
the mid-15 th century. In 1605 —1614 Monaco was occupied by FFabsburg Spain, but in 1611 the lord of Monaco 
declared himself a sovereign prince, a status recognized by Spain in 1633. The throne passed by inheritance to 
the French houses of Goyon de Matignon in 1731 and Polignac in 1949, but the dynasty’s name has remained 
Grimaldi. After a period of French domination (1793 — 1814), Monaco was made a protectorate of the kingdom 
of Sardinia (1815 — 1860) by the Congress of Vienna. From i860 Monaco, entirely surrounded by French 
territory, was again recognized as a sovereign state. Prince Charles III ceded the towns of Menton and 
Roquebrune to France, but helped boost his country’s economy by founding the casino of Monte Carlo. Monaco 
accepted French alliance and protection by treaty in 1918. During World War II the country was briefly 
occupied by Italy and Germany. Until the creation of a constitution in 1911, the prince of Monaco was an 
absolute monarch. 

The names are presented in French forms, followed by the Italian forms in italics for rulers before 1731. 


House of Grimaldi 
12-97 

1197—1301 

1301 —1331 
1331 —1357 
& 1342-1357 

& 1342—1343 
& 1352-1357 
U57-I395 
1395 
I395-I397 
1397-1402 
1402—1419 
1419-1427 
& 1419—1427 
& 1419—1428 
1428—1436 
1436-1454 
1454-1457 
I457-I494 
& 1465 — 1494 


Lords and princes of Monaco 

Francois (Francesco) ... son of Guglielmo, son of Antonio, son of Grimaldo II, son of Oberto, son 
of Grimaldo I; abdicated, died 1309 

Rainier I (Ranieri) ... son of Lanfranco, son of Grimaldo II, son of Oberto, son of Grimaldo I; 

lord of Monaco 1297; admiral of France; deposed, died 1314 
(to Genoa) 

Charles I (Carlo) ... son of Rainier I; Genoese vassal until 1352 

Antoine I (Antonio) ... son of Gaspare, son of Gabriele, son of Luca, son of Ingo, son of 
Oberto, son of Grimaldo I 1 ; deposed, died 1358 
Gabriel (Gabriele) ... brother of Antoine 
Rainier II (Ranieri) ... son of Charles I; deposed 
(to Genoa) 

Rainier II (Ranieri) ... restored 1 * 
(to Genoa) 

Rainier II (Ranieri) ... restored deposed, died 1407 
(to Genoa 1401; republic 1410) 

Ambroise (Ambrogio) ... son of Rainier II; abdicated, died 1433 
Antoine II (Antonio) ... son of Rainier II; abdicated, died 1427 
Jean I (Giovanni) ... son of Rainier II; deposed 
(to Genoa 1428; to Milan 1436) 

Jean I (Giovanni) ... restored 4 
Catalan (Catalano) ... son of Jean I 

Claudine (Claudina) ... daughter of Catalan; abdicated, died 1514 

Lambert (Lamberto) ... husband of Claudine; son of Niccolo, son of Luca, son of Antoine I; 
regent since 1457 


1 This Antoine is sometimes confused with the like-named brother of Rainier I. 

1 Actual power was in the hands of his cousins Jean (Giovanni) and Louis (Luigi) of Bueil, sons of Bernabo, son 
of Andaro, brother of Rainier I; this Jean is sometimes confused with Jean I; this Louis is sometimes confused 
with the like-named son of Charles I. 

5 Actual power was in the hands of his cousins Jean and Louis of Bueil, and of Jean’s son Pierre (Pietro). 

4 In Savoyard captivity 1438—1440. 
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1494-1505 
1505-1523 
I 523 — 1581 
1581—1589 
I 589 — 1604 
1604—1662 
1662—1701 
1701 —173 I 
1731 

& 1731-1733 

1733-1793 
1793-1814 
1814—1819 
1819 — 1841 
1841 — 1856 
1856—1889 
1889—1922 
1922—1949 
1949—2005 
2005- 


Jean II (Giovanni) ... son of Lambert and Claudine 
Lucien (Luciano) ... son of Lambert and Claudine; French vassal 
Honore I (Onorato) ... son of Lucien 5 ; Spanish vassal 1524 
Charles II (Carlo) ... son of Honore I 
Hercule (Ercole) ... son of Honore I 

Honore II (Onorato) ... son of Hercule; sovereign prince 1612 
Louis I (Luigi) ... son of Hercule, son of Honore II 
Antoine III (Antonio) ... son of Louis I 
Louise-Hippolyte (Luigia Ippolita) ... daughter of Antoine III 

Jacques Goyon de Matignon ... husband of Louise-Hippolyte; son of count Jacques III ofTorigny; 
abdicated, died 1751 

Honore III ... son of Jacques and Louise-Hippolyte; deposed, died 1795 
(to France) 

Honore IV ... son of Honore III; Sardinian vassal 

Honore V ... son of Honore IV; regent since 1815 

Florestan ... son of Honore IV 

Charles III ... son of Florestan; sovereign prince 1861 

Albert I ... son of Charles III 

Louis II ... son of Albert I 

Rainier III ... son of Pierre of Polignac by Charlotte, legitimated daughter of Louis II 5 6 
Albert II ... son of Rainier III; regent since 2005 


5 Under the regency of Augustin (Agostino), son of Lambert and Claudine, 1523 — 1532. 

6 Born out of wedlock, Charlotte was both legitimated and adopted by her own biological father, Louis II; in 
1944 Charlotte renounced her rights to the succession in favor of her son, the future Rainier III. 



